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.l recognize that any new highway project has environmental consequences.
JoDaviess County, in particular, has a rolling terrain that is beautiful to behold and a
delight in which to live. Any new highway built should be sited, designed and
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IDOT has succeeded in this objective.
. First, IDOT, its 1 and related agencies have studied several different
corridors and many binations of aligs The EIS d the results of

this process. [DOT has made every attempt to identify each and every environmental
concern and to assess the impact of the project on surrounding communities. 1
believe [DOT's conclusion that the Long Hollow Freeway with the South Simmons
Mound variation is the most desirable ali is well founded.

Second, [DOT has gone zbove and beyond the formal EIS requirements in an
effort to involve the public in the study process. In 1993, IDOT announced a
citizens' involvement process for the project analysis which involved the creation of
five (5) work groups and a U.S, 20 Advisory Council. The five (5) work groups were
drawn from all major issue areas: the agricul tourism, the envi i
development and government. Any citizen of the area could participate in any work
group of choice.  Representatives of the work groups comprised the Advisory
Council. TDOT was not invelved in the selection process.

The work groups and the Advisory Board had access to most of the reports
and field analysis of the IDOT staff and project consultants. We also had access to
IDOT's project consultants and staff. The work groups were encouraged to ask
questions, offer suggestions, critique reports and to form independent conclusions
gbout the project. As an example, [DOT cven added the arca north of Galena
Territory to the project study area (for a time) at the request of the Environmental
Work Group. The citizens' involvement process was both extensive and thorough.

At the end of this process in late 2000 and ecarly 2001, U.S. 20 Advisory
Council unanimously recommended the Long Hollow Freeway with the South
Simmons Mound alternative as the least environmentally damaging and the least

costly a!imt. ‘There were no di: Given the diversity of opinion and the
variety of issues raised during the process, this consensus was nothing less than
remarkable.

1 would like to add one additional observation about the EIS process. At the
beginning of the EIS in 1993, there were many groups and individuals who were
adamantly opposed to a 4-lane highway being built, particularly a freeway. By the
end of the process ten (10) years later, many of these same individuals had concluded

that a 4-lane U.S. 20 was needed and that a new ali built to poTary
standards would be a better alternative than trying to upgrade the existing U.S. 20 to
an expressway standard.
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As with any project, there are bound to be some dissenters. However, the
overwhelming majority of the people of Northwestern Tllinois, public officials,
go 1 bodies, ic develop ganizati farm groups and citizen
groups all support a 4-lane U.S. Route 20. We know it is important to the safety of
present and future users. We also know that this highway is important to the future
economic health and vitality of the entire region.

Even though this project is centered in Stephenson and JoDaviess County,
officials in Rockford, Winnebago County and even Boone County to the east of
Rockford support the approval and construction of this project. lis importance is
underscored by the Rockford Council of 100’s and the Regional Initiative for
Community Excellence’s (R.1.C.E.) regional visioning effort, which labeled a 4-lane
U.S. Route 20 between Freeport and Galena as one of its top five (5) priorities.

Even as the public hearings for the EIS are being held in Freeport and Galena,
a delegation of clected officials and business leaders drawn from throughout the
region are meeting with our Congressmen and Senators from [llinois to discuss
funding for a 4-lane U.5. Route 20. We are all united in our determination to see that
this vitally needed project is approved and that funding is obtained for its construction
in a timely manner.

The Rockford Register Star in its Tuesday, June 24, 2003 editorial about the
EIS process, summarized our region's sentiments this way:

Here in Northern Illinois, we've been exceedingly polite and
patient. It's time to get obnoxious. It's time to demand a road
project that's been denied, delayed and detoured for 50 years.

It is my hope that the Envi | Impact S will receive the
necessary final approvals and that this project will move forward to construction as
soon as possible. Further, 1 hope that IDOT will build a highway which is a credit to
our State and to the environment in which it is placed.
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Freeport Multiple Listing Service, Inc
18 West Stephenson Sireet, F. A, Read Center, Freepon, llinois 5103

JEALTOR * Telephone: (815) 2353068 » FAX: (815) 2353061
June 25, 2003
Illinois Department of Transportation:
The 250 members and dircctors of the Frecport-Galena Area Association of REALTORS

would like to go on record as supporting the U.S. 20 four-lane project from Freeport to Galena,
and specifically the Longhollow Route.

We feel this project is long due and would
of this goal.

o
—‘i MEMBER:
S NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS — ILLINGHS ASSOCIATION OF REALTORS
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